Oral Health Policy

Tooth decay is the most common chronic childhood disease, five times more common than asthma. If untreated, tooth decay results in cavities, pain and infection and, in some instances, devastating consequences for a child’s overall health, including sickness and mortality. Untreated tooth decay and dental cavities can inhibit learning, speech, and eating, leading to problems in school and poor nutrition. Tooth decay and oral disease are almost entirely preventable.
The Department of Early Education and Care has revised their licensing requirements to include a policy that requires all programs with children in care for more than 4 hours, or after a meal is served, to offer tooth brushing opportunities. With this new requirement all Tobin School programs, beginning January 4,  2010, will institute new procedures to include tooth brushing in each classroom.
 To comply you must provide:

· Families of Infants and Older Infants – a freshly laundered wash cloth to be sent in each day that your child is in care to be used to wipe their gums after their mid day feeding.  After the first tooth erupts, we will ask you to bring in a new child sized toothbrush in a full size plastic travel case.  Each toothbrush and case will be labeled by the school with the child’s name and date it is brought into school.  No battery or electric toothbrush will be accepted. A new tooth brush will be required every 3 months and when your child has been absent due to illness.
· Families of Toddlers & Preschoolers – a new child sized toothbrush in a full size plastic travel case. Each tooth brush will be clearly labeled by the school with your child’s name and date it is brought to the school. No battery or electric toothbrush will be accepted. A new tooth brush will be required every 3 months and when your child has been absent due to illness.
NOTE: If your child does not have a tooth brush or clean wash cloth at school they will not participate in the oral health procedures that day.

The Tobin School will provide a mint flavored ADA approved sodium fluoride toothpaste to be used for all children over the age of 2 years. NO toothpaste will be used with children under the age of 2.  Unless your child has an allergy or other medical reason not to use the school brand the school will not accept any other products for use.
Children will be assisted by a faculty member when applying the small amount of toothpaste and with brushing techniques. Toddlers and Preschoolers will brush after lunch each day. If, for whatever reason, you choose not to have your child participate in our new tooth brushing protocol we will require you to opt out in writing.
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Tooth decay is the most common chronic childhood disease, five times more common than asthma. Untreated tooth decay and dental cavities can inhibit learning, speech, and eating, leading to problems in school and poor nutrition. Tooth decay and oral disease are almost entirely preventable.

The MA Department of Education’s Department of Early Education and Care has revised their licensing requirements to include a policy that requires all programs with children in care for more than 4 hours, or after a meal is served, to offer tooth brushing opportunities. With this new requirement all Tobin School programs will institute new procedures to include tooth brushing in for those classrooms that fall within our early childhood licenses.  This includes Morning Preschool, Morning PreK, Junior K One, Junior K Two, and Kindergarten here at The Tobin School.  NOTE – we will not be instituting tooth brushing for our students in 1st, 2nd, 3rd and 4th grade at this time.
To comply you must provide:

· a new child sized toothbrush in a full size plastic travel case. Each tooth brush will be clearly labeled by the school with your child’s name and date it is brought to the school. No battery or electric toothbrush will be accepted. A new tooth brush will be required every 3 months and when your child has been absent due to illness.

NOTE: If your child does not have a tooth brush at school they will not participate in the oral health procedures that day.

The Tobin School will provide a mint flavored ADA approved sodium fluoride toothpaste to be used for all children over the age of 2 years. Unless your child has an allergy or other medical reason not to use the school brand we will not accept any other products for use.

Children will be assisted by a faculty member when applying the small amount of toothpaste and with brushing techniques. Toddlers and Preschoolers will brush after lunch each day. 
NOTE: If, for whatever reason, you choose not to have your child participate in our new tooth brushing protocol we will require you to opt out in writing, by signing and returning the form below.
​​​​​​​​​​​​__________________________________________________________________________________________
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Child’s Name: 
_______________________________________   Class: __________________

_________
I would like my child to participate in the new Oral Health Program with The Tobin Family of Schools.  As noted above, I will be responsible for providing an acceptable toothbrush (and replacing it as required).  I do understand that if my child does not have such items at school, they will NOT participate in this program.

_________ 
I choose to opt out of the new Oral Health Program at The Tobin Family of Schools and choose not to have my child brush their teeth at School.

Parent’s/Guardian’s Signature: ________________________________________________ Date: ___________
